
KELOWNA CREATIVE SECTOR 
ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY



PREVIOUS STUDY FROM 2010 
(RESULTS AS OF 2009)



CURRENT STUDY 
(RESULTS AS OF 2018)



DEFINING THE CREATIVE SECTOR

All self-employed individuals, profit, 
non-profit and public enterprises 
including incorporated and 
unincorporated businesses that 
produce, create, distribute and/or 
conserve cultural and artistic goods 
and services.
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TEN DIFFERENT DATA SOURCES

Specific
Kelowna rather than RDCO or BC

Timely
As recent as possible

Appropriate
Fits detailed creative sector definitions



ECONOMIC IMPACT 
ANALYSIS

Direct
(Core Activity)

Indirect 
(Suppliers)

Induced
(Personal spending)



ECONOMIC IMPACT 
ANALYSIS

Direct
(Core Activity)
KELOWNA ONLY!

Indirect
(Suppliers)

Induced
(Personal spending)



DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACTS

Employment (FTE)
3,168

Economic Output
$339 million

Labour Income
$187 million

Number of Establishments
626



KELOWNA CREATIVE SECTOR
DIRECT EMPLOYMENT

(FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT, 2018)
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GROWTH SINCE 2009



EMPLOYMENT MORE THAN TRIPLED 



AVERAGE INCOMES 
INCREASED 



ECONOMIC OUTPUT MORE THAN 
4 TIMES HIGHER



ESTABLISHMENTS NEARLY DOUBLED



WHAT IF WE EXCLUDE FILM AND NEW MEDIA?



STRONG GROWTH 
EVEN WITHOUT FILM & NEW MEDIA

FTE Employment up 
127%

Economic Output up 
149%

Average Labour Income 
per FTE up 20%

Count of 
establishments up 50%



VOLUNTEERISM

11,000 creative 
sector volunteers

380,000 volunteer 
hours!



60% OF ARTISTS ARE SELF-EMPLOYED

Compared to 16% for all workers



TOURISM IMPACTS

$40 million in tourist spending 
and 650 FTE of tourism jobs!

Estimated 11% of tourism 
economic impacts are reliant on 

creative sector activities



THANK YOU
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